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A message 
from the Acting Head...

In this article, I write to you as a 
father first. This term has 
continued to be tough and as a 
parent I have felt the strain as I 
know many of you will have.  
Juggling home-life, the continued 
risk of an isolation and helping my 
own children with                                      
doing the best that they can at 
school has been no easy task. I am 
sure many of you continue to have 
similar experiences. 

However, congratulations 
everyone! We are surviving the 
pandemic and whatever your own 
personal circumstances are, we 
know that you are doing the best 
job that you possibly can. As a 
result of this, and the impact or our 
amazingly dedicated staff,                               
our students continue to thrive at 
school as you will see  
demonstrated throughout  
the magazine. 

I am mindful, as are all of the 
wonderful St Hugh’s staff, that 
times continue to be tough at the 
moment and many of us are having 
to consider our mental wellbeing. 
The onset of the dark and cold 
nights have recently added to this, 
so we need to continue to support 
each other to get through this 
together. We are only a phone call, 
text or email away. 

Christmas is a special time for us all 
in the St Hugh’s community and I 
sincerely hope that you are able to 
enjoy it with your friends and  
loved ones. 

Take care, keep safe and  
Merry Christmas 

 

The summit is what 
drives us, but the 
climb itself is  
what matters.  
Conrad Anker

Dear School Community
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Jonathan Kenyon 
Acting Head
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34BC
As part of our team resilience target ‘to get on with 
each other’ students in 3-4BC have been working 
together to create caring hands for our display. They 
have also shown good team work this term to produce 
a Noah’s Ark collage, selecting colourful fabrics for the 
rainbow and animals.  

During our ‘Life in Colour’ unit, students have been 
using their senses to explore plants and flowers. They 
have also made firework scratch pictures and explored 
paint splattered artwork. Students have particularly 
engaged in sensory Halloween activities as well as 
Diwali celebrations. This term, a selection of healthy 
snacks have been prepared and outdoor areas 
explored as the students learn about keeping healthy.     
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789AB
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This half term, students in team 78AB have been 
working closely following a sensory based approach to 
all areas of the curriculum. We have loved the sensory 
stories of Macbeth and Frankenstein – we’ve created 
our own descriptions, looked at the play script and 
made our own potions like the three witches. We have 
enjoyed investigating materials in science using our 
senses and we have now moved on to sound and light 
and enjoy exploring using sensory items to record our 
findings. We look forward to participating in more 
investigations in the future.  We have also enjoyed 
exploring colour through the artists Kandinsky, Andy 
Goldsworthy and Jackson Pollock. In humanities we 
have explored tectonic plates and natural disasters 
including earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis.   

 

 

During our diversity day for Diwali, the team were 
really engaged creating diya lamps out of salt dough. 
We used our previous learning of Jackson Pollock to 
recreate fireworks using paint – most got on the paper 
but some of us were hit! We were perfecting our 
technique of splattering paint. As a team, we have 
enjoyed getting to know one another making key 
friendships and are enjoying exploring the different 
areas around school, including daily walks around the 
field, DT room, ICT suite, swing and the sensory room. 
A firm highlight of the students’ week continues to be 
gardening on Friday lunchtime with James.  

St Hugh’s School Magazine Autumn 2021



06

78AM
We have been learning about estimating mass using 
standard units, for example, grams and kilograms.  Our 
class have enjoyed estimating what various objects around 
our classroom weigh and then using the scales to compare 
the estimate to the actual weight. We have also looked at 
using maths terms such as heavier, lighter, more, less and 
the same as. Some students used weights and others used 
non-standard units. They all enjoyed taking turns and 
became quite competitive! 

78AS
This term in science, 7/8AS have started to look at 
sound and how sound is transmitted. We looked at 
sound waves and explored that sound travels slower 
than light and its movement as it travels through the 
air. We then looked at how sound is initially created 
and how vibrations are made to create the sound 
waves. We felt our throats and explored the creation 
of instruments before moving onto creating a  
cup phone.  
 

We created the cup phones with a plastic cup and a 
piece of string. When they were made, we explored 
talking through them. We learnt that when the string 
is stretched out, it makes a better vibration (which we 
could feel on the string) and the sound was able to 
transmit from one cup to the other.
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78JT
This term we have celebrated diversity in our community on diversity day. We explored the holiday of Diwali and 
enjoyed activities related to the celebration. We learned about the story of Diwali and why it is celebrated as well 
as trying traditional Diwali foods and making a Diwali hand that we decorated with Mehndi patterns. We made 
traditional Indian sweets and enjoyed eating sugary treats! We finished the day with a quiz where we used all our 
knowledge about Diwali to answer questions. 

KS34TT
During our PE lessons in the autumn 
term, we have practised making our 
own choices. This has involved choosing 
the activity we participate in, the 
equipment we use within the activity 
and who we work with. Alongside these 
choices, we have developed our 
fundamental movement skills. This has 
included our hand-eye coordination, 
balance, movement and problem-
solving skills during our PE lessons. We 
have also practised our communication 
skills whilst working within a team. Our 
favourite activities have been 
completing obstacle courses, using the 
climbing wall and riding bikes. We 
always enjoy our PE lessons.  
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9CS

9SB

In geography, 9CS has been learning about the continent of Asia and in particular China and 
India.  

As well as learning all about the geographical features, students have learnt about the culture; 
this has included tasting Chinese and Indian foods, listening to traditional and modern music and 
taking part in leisure activities.  

In communication lessons we have been looking at how to 
interact with an unfamiliar peer. We identified the five ways 
of initiating conversation when meeting with someone new.  

The first is greeting someone. The team suggested ‘Hello’ 
‘Hey’ and ‘Good morning.’ We discussed how sometimes it 
can be difficult continuing a conversation after a greeting, 
so we looked at asking for something as a way of continuing 
the interaction.  

Damian suggested that you could ask someone to help 
reach something for you and it was also suggested you 
could ask where something is, like the checkout in a shop or 
even where the toilet is! Asking a question is another great 
conversation starter. Hayden suggested asking ‘What is 
your name?’ That’s a great way of starting a conversation. 

 A compliment is always a friendly way to start chatting; 
Cameron H. chose ‘I like your hair.’ 

 Finally, if you can’t think of anything else, you can do the 
very British thing of talking about the weather! Faye started 
a conversation with ‘Isn’t it sunny.’ We had a lesson filled 
with great conversation and we’re all looking forward to 
trying out the techniques when we meet someone new.  
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10DS  
A group of our team have been lucky enough to spend 
their Tuesdays at Hall Farm. Students enjoyed 
spending time with each other, cleaning the yard and 
digging up vegetables. They even had the opportunity 
to walk the animals, including alpacas, which has 
definitely been a highlight! 

They have worked well as a group and have enjoyed 
making some great friendships. Students have been 
extremely excited to tell staff and the rest of team 
about their visits and sometimes have even brought 
potatoes and vegetables home!   
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To promote our communication and presentation skills 
as a team, we have undertaken a team based activity to 
produce a presentation on ‘Our Favourite Thing’. Each 
student thought about something important to them 
and then produced a presentation on it. They then 
presented their work to the rest of the group and then 
took questions. It was really impressive to see how 
students engaged with the activity and then presented 
it. One could see the pride in their work and their 
feelings towards the subject matter. It was also great to 
see the respect given as an audience.  

Chantelle spoke about her love of paddle boarding, 
including what it is about and entails. 

Charlie spoke about his interest in lorries and when he 
worked with his dad. 

Elizabeth spoke about her love of the band The Wanted. 
She also told us all about the band. 

Hayden spoke about the program ‘Dwight in Shining 
Armour’. He went through all the different characters 
and described the story. 

Jay spoke about her love of anime and her favourite 
anime story which is Hero Academy. She also spoke 
about the other stories she likes. 

Jessica told the group how she loves to run and she also 
said how she runs with her dogs. Jessica also told the 
team about the benefits of running. 

Joe spoke of how he loves to draw and how it makes 
him feel and how it could help others. 

Lainey told us how she loves gymnastics and babysitting 
as she couldn’t decide on just one. 

Matthew couldn’t settle on one thing either, so he told 
us about his favourite cars, games, trainers and songs. 

Richard told us about his love of cats and dogs. He also 
mentioned how they have been used in times  
of conflict. 

Skylar told us about her interest in swimming. She told 
us about good she is at it and where she goes. 

Tommy told the group about his interest in going to 
army cadets. He told us where he goes and what he 
does there. He also told us about the snacks you  
can have. 

Tyler did a presentation on his love of pizza and his 
favourite type. 

Riley spoke about his love of bow top caravans and the 
different types. 

 

As a class it is obvious we all have our own interests and 
qualities and it was great to hear about them all. It 
reminds us that there are always things that we don’t 
know about people. 

10HF
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These are exciting times for 11AH. They have taken 
their first steps into life after St Hugh’s and are thrilled 
at the prospects that lie ahead. They have had the 
opportunity to explore the post 16 pathways at the St 
Hugh’s college event and some students have already 
looked around North Lindsey College.  

Lacey: ‘A course that I want to do is Health and Social 
Care to study nursing.’ Bailey would also like to study 
Health and Social Care and work with children.  

Herbie: ‘I would like to work with computers.’  

Gerrard: ‘I would like to go to John Leggott College 
and study transport and be a train driver.’  

Brett: ‘I would like to be in the navy.’ 

Jonathon: ‘I wish to go to Bishop Burton to do science 
and animal care. I want to be a fish farmer, zoo keeper 
or reptile breeder.’  

Charlotte: ‘I would also like to work with animals as a 
veterinary assistant and study animal management.’ 
Lee is also enthused with animals and can’t wait to go 
to North Lindsey College.  

Summer and Callum both want to study sport at North 
Lindsey and be a sports coach, whereas Oscar and 
Archie would like to go to North Lindsey College and 
study bricklaying. Archie is also considering painting 
and lorry driving courses. Callum H is another hands-
on student that would do brilliantly in construction or 
hospitality.  

It’s great to see our students thinking about their 
future. They are such a super bunch and are doing 
amazingly in their learning to help them to achieve 
their aspirations.  

11AH
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In the autumn term, the students of 11DJ have been 
busy in their options groups. 

In digital media, the students have been creating a 
website. They have reviewed what makes a good 
website and the specific features that make them 
interactive. The students have used Google Sites to 
create and then publish their websites. 

In animal care, the students have learnt how to look 
after and care for specific animals. The students have 
made use of the in-house guinea pigs and have been 
improving their handling skills. 

In construction, the students have been creating 
noughts and crosses board games. These have been 
made from scratch using wood and then these will  
be stained. 

In hair and beauty, the students have learnt how to 
plan and perform manicures. 

In land studies, the students have learnt about specific 
gardening tools and how they can be used safely. 

 

11DJ
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In our Skills for Living and 
Life lessons, KS5 CC have 
been busy working on an 
Asdan award based on 
teamwork. We have been 
choosing a team game to 
play and working as part of 
group to share the game. 
Louise, Adam and Alice are 
choosing which game to play. 

The students enjoyed playing 
games as part of a team.   
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We have been working hard in 
team to meet our health needs, 
enjoying time in the 
hydrotherapy pool, using pacers, 
cavaliers and exploring floor 
time. Through our Life in Colour 
theme, we have explored sensory 
stories, mark making, science, 
maths and English. We have loved 
making our own colourful salt 
dough and exploring it 
independently.  Some of our 
team are working from home, 
with some having home visits. We 
are working together with 
families to meet the needs of our 
home learners. Some learners are 
accessing community visits and 
exploring their sensory 
environments.

34SH

KS5CC
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We have been busy this term in KS5HA!  We’ve been 
focusing on our independence skills and learning 
how to prepare simple meals using kitchen 
equipment safely.  We have learned to peel, chop 
and cook a main meal and dessert every week and 
also made sure that we work safely and hygienically.  
With adult support, we have also used the hob and 
the oven and understood that we need to be 
cautious around hot appliances.  We’ve really 
enjoyed ourselves – except when it came to the 
washing up!   

Here’s what some of our learners communicated: 

Zane: ‘The bacon was my favourite’ 

Laura: ‘I enjoyed making the cakes’  

Maxwell: ‘I was really good at making custard for 
the pudding’  

Jahid: ‘I liked eating different foods’  

Josh: ‘I wanted seconds every week’   

13

KS5HA
St Hugh’s School Magazine Autumn 2021



This term we have been working on our employability 
skills, particularly carrying out workplace tasks. We 
have been reviewing the care that our guinea pigs 
receive and chose to have a guinea pig  
pamper session. 

 We each took on a role to ensure that Pumpkin and 
Parsnip were cared for properly. The guinea pigs were 
weighed so that we could check they were healthy, 
they were then bathed. They were both dried and had 
their claws trimmed and filed.  

We even had a small group of students carrying out 
research into the different herbs that Pumpkin and 
Parsnip might like to eat, which we are looking at 
growing here at Broughton. 

The result was two very fluffy, happy, pampered 
guinea pigs.

KS5MW
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Governor News
Hello from all the Governors of St Hugh's school. I 
would like to wish a warm welcome to the parents and 
carers of the students who joined us in September. I 
hope this latest Governor news finds you all  
keeping well.  

Unfortunately, as reported in the last newsletter, 
some of our Governor duties have had to be adjusted 
to comply with all the Government rules and 
guidelines. However, some of the restrictions have 
lessened in recent months and a small number of 
Governors have made visits into school and to 
Broughton prior to the summer break and again  
since September.  

It is always a pleasure being back amongst the 
students and staff, be it at a safe distance and wearing 
masks as recommended. As always, we have continued 
to be impressed by the usual calm atmosphere in 
school and the clear engagement of students  
during lessons. 

Governors have continued to meet on a regular basis 
to ensure that we have the necessary oversight of the 
business and educational requirements and that all 
policies and procedures are adhered to. The majority 
of our meetings continue to be held virtually but more 
personal meetings have been taking place. The 
forthcoming Full Governor Meeting will be held as a 
mixture, both in person and virtually and I will be very 
pleased to welcome more Governors into school. 
However, safety is always at the forefront of all 
decisions made regarding meetings especially when 
students are in school at the time of the visits.  

As previously reported, the positivity and dedication 
of everyone working as a cohesive team is always good 
to hear. However, there have continued to be stressful 
times, especially in October when, for the first time 
since the beginning of the pandemic, the school had to 
be closed for a week. Nevertheless, staff, students and 
their parents and carers rose to the challenges of 
homeschooling again. Thank you to everyone for 
making stirling efforts to keep us all as safe as 
possible whilst the students continued to be engaged 
in learning.  

Since September, there have been a number of 
activities in school that have included fundraising for 
charities like a coffee morning to raise funds for 
Cancer Research and recently Children in Need. Myself 
and another Governor had an enjoyable afternoon at 
the Broughton site buying and sampling cakes made 
by the students whilst they raised money for Cancer 
Research. Well done everyone. We also joined in with 
the same fundraising on the main school site. Well, it 
doesn’t take much persuasion when it comes to buying 
cakes, especially for a good cause! 

We are approaching the time of year where we will be 
wishing everyone a very happy festive season. Best 
wishes to you all. Stay safe and optimistic and have an 
enjoyable school break and a very Happy Christmas.  

 

Elizabeth Kearsley  

Chair of Governors 

Our Remembrance Garden
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St Hugh’s School LPPA
An award aimed at improving engagement with our 
Parent / Carers 

Once again as a school we are looking to renew our 
LPPA award.  

The LPPA is an award for schools and educational 
settings who can prove that they are committed to 
investing in parents and carers for the achievement  
of pupils  

The Leading Parent Partnership Award (LPPA) is a 
national award which gives schools a framework by 
which they can strengthen and enhance their school or 
academy’s work with parents and carers. Under the 
Ofsted framework in 2012, it stated that inspectors 
will devote greater time to lesson observation, and 
speaking to pupils and parents. Therefore, recognition 
of LPPA in the school can provide evidence of a 
sustained approach to parental engagement, which 
meets Ofsted criteria, and ensures parents have a 
positive experience of the school. 

The LPPA has a flexible approach, where a school can 
work individually or in groups, sharing effective best 
practice. Moreover, where early years settings work 
together with their linked primary and secondary 
schools, a consistent, longer term approach to the 
engagement of parents can be developed. 
 
 
 
 
 

There are numerous benefits of LPPA including: 

A clear framework for action, relevant to each school 
or educational setting, which helps the school identify 
strengths as well as areas for development 

An integrated whole school approach to parental 
engagement with parents/carers who might 
traditionally find working with the school difficult 

Professional advice and support from experienced 
senior educationalists, enabling the school to 
benchmark itself against national practice 

Staff development, enabling key staff and the school 
to evaluate and monitor areas of their responsibility, 
in relation to parental engagement 

Most importantly gaining the award can have 
significant impact in areas such as improving two-way 
communication, promoting a positive learning 
environment, improving attendance, punctuality, 
behaviour and pupil progress. 

The assessor will also be interested in the views / 
opinions of a number of parents with regards to the 
provision that the school offers (e.g. Early Help 
process, support, training, communication) to  
parents etc. 

As a parent if you would like to be part of this 
process please inform the school office.  

If you would like your opinions / views regarding any 
aspect of school to be heard in this assessment, 
please contact school.
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Broughton Students 
Police Visit  
This half term, Broughton students have been learning 
about local community organisations and the role of 
the police in the local area.  We were fortunate to have 
a visit from a local police officer and PCSO from Brigg 
police station who visited us to tell us about their jobs 
and how the police can help us in everyday life.   

Students had an opportunity to ask questions about 
the daily role of a police officer and listen to the good 
and bad parts of the job.  They enjoyed looking at the 
equipment, including radios, cameras, stab vests and a 
baton.  They particularly enjoyed when the police 
officer put handcuffs on the teacher!    

Students also went to look at the police van, listen to 
the sirens and see the lights flash.  Some even had an 
opportunity to sit in the back of the van and 
experience what it would be like to be under arrest.  

It was a brilliant experience and the level of 
questioning by students was fantastic.  They decided 
that police officers have an important, but difficult job 
and should be respected in the community for the 
hard work they do.
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Sensory & Therapy Sessions
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Attendance
At St Hugh’s we are committed to high expectations 
with regards to attendance. Our school attendance 
target is 95% and we work very hard to support 
parents/carers in supporting our attendance policy.  

Following Covid19 and the disruption to your child’s 
education, it is even more important that you ensure 
your child attends regularly, in order that they 
maximise their potential to learn.  

Parents/carers are expected to phone school on the 
morning of a child’s absence to inform us of their non-
attendance as per school policy.  

Sometimes, we notice patterns in a students’ absences 
and we may contact parents to discuss any 
issues/problems that are occurring on a particular day 
or lesson so that we can help to solve issues and 
ensure that the student attends. 

As per Local Authority/Government guidelines, family 
holidays will not be approved during term time, unless 
parents/carers fall under the category of  
exceptional circumstances.  

For those students that have attendance figures under 
90%, we will be launching a specific attendance draw 
this autumn term.  
 
 

For those students that show an increase in their 
attendance percentage, they will be put into a draw to 
win an I-pad at the end of this term as an incentive. 

Every term we have our attendance draw for all 
students. Every full week that a student has in school, 
they are given a raffle ticket which goes into the draw. 

We ask that all parents/carers support us in trying to 
improve the overall attendance of the school as we 
know, poor attendance has an effect on a child’s 
progress and overall development of key skills needed 
in adulthood.


